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Summer Events 

Time to shine. During the June 29th work party we plan to remove 

weeds, tidy up the common areas, clean out the shed and storage areas. 

Other tasks are to spruce up the greenhouse, weed whack along fences 

and berms, plant new trees, root out the raspberry shoots, hang shade 

cloth in the GH and get the garden in great shape for the visitors coming 

to the Lunch and Quilts in the Garden event on July 11th. 

 
Quilts, lunch, flowers, veggies and friends.  In collaboration with the City of 
Sisters annual Garden Tour our community garden will host the Lunch  
and Quilts in the Garden event on Thursday, July 11th.  Lunch will be  
served from 11 until 150 meals have been sold. The menu will include 
a 3-salad plate, bread, dessert and beverage. Cost is $10.  
Bring a friend and volunteer for this fun event! 

 
Sing and sip. The fourth annual Music in the Garden benefit is Monday, 

August 12th. SKILLETHEAD, a bluegrass quartet, will play from 6-8 

p.m. A non-perishable food item or cash/check donation will get you 

into an evening of great music; all donations benefit Habitat for  

Humanity and Kiwanis Food Bank.  Light snacks and lemonade will be 

provided.  Please bring your own chair and beverage of choice.   
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SATURDAY, 

JUNE 29 

9-NOON 

There will be a work 

party to prepare the 

garden for the July 

11th Lunch and 

Quilts in the Garden 

event. 

THURSDAY, 

JULY 11 

Sign-up sheets are in 

the Garden Shed for 

our own fundraiser, 

Lunch in the Garden. 

Volunteer to make 

salad or dessert. 

Sign up to serve,  

help set-up or 

clean-up. Bring a 

friend, make it fun! 

Contact Lisa  at  her 

email, or phone  

541.390.9025 

MONDAY, 

AUGUST 12, 6-8PM 

Music in the Garden, 

6-8 pm with 

Skillethead. Bring a 

donation to this 

worthy benefit event. 

LETTUCE GROW 
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Pruning Tomatoes From www.northernhomestead.com 

Only indeterminate, not dwarf tomato varieties, can be pruned. Pruning will give you earlier and better fruit. 

By pruning the plant to a single stem you can grow more plants in a small space. For a cold climate we find 

that to prune indeterminate tomato plants helps us to harvest ripe tomatoes earlier in the summer. 

 
If you choose to prune tomato plants, make sure that you use watering methods that water the tomato plants at 

the soil level (like soaker hoses) rather than from above (like sprinklers). This will prevent the splashing of 

soil up onto the tomato plant and the tomato plant’s wounds. 

 
A sucker is the little growth between a leaf and a stem that look like a little plant. You can pinch it off with 

your fingers, or cut it back with clean pruning shears leaving a little stem. The stem will eventually die back 

but it will buy you some time till a new sucker can grow in its place. 

 

Pruning Tomatoes — Another View 

If you have decided to try tomato plant pruning, you need to make sure that you do it the correct 

way to help reduce the chance of disease. 

 
1. You want to start pruning tomato plants a when they get to be about 1 – 2 feet tall. Any 

smaller than this, and the plant may not recover from the shock of being pruned. 

 
2. By the time your tomato plant gets to be this size, the plant will have branches coming off the 

main stem. Where these branches meet, you will see an additional branch growing. This is 

called a tomato sucker. 

 
3. Using a sharp, clean pair of pruning shears, snip these small sucker branches off. 

 
4. The best time to prune tomato plants is in the early  

morning on a dry day. This will allow for the wounds from the 

pruning to heal cleanly and will reduce the chances  of  the 

plant being infected by disease. 

 

Why is This Important? 

Tomatoes  in the Greenhouse must be kept to about five feet  

tall and may not grow into the neighbor’s bed and not into 

the walkways—much. If the plants are out of bounds, 

gardeners will be asked to trim them. These guidelines may 

help gardeners keep their plants producing. (Thanks Tom G.) 

http://www.northernhomestead.com/
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Compost Update 

Our compost is coming along—turning into the highly nutritive 

soil we need in our garden plots. 

 
Bin 1 is to be used for material that will break down quickly. 

Think grass clippings, kitchen scraps, coffee grounds, chicken 

manure and leafy greens. No woody items please. 

 
Woody debris, sticks and thick roots belong in the burn pile 

located near the driveway. Or in the space where you see the 

straw bales. These materials can also go home with you—but 

please leave them out of the compost bins. 

 
Thank you Kathleen Cochran, Garden Steward. 

 

Greenhouse News 

In April we had a visit from Amy Jo Detweiler from the OSU Extension Horticulture Faculty. Some of  

her suggestions are being implemented—you might notice these changes. 

 
• All pots are now on platforms, kept off the gravel floor. 

 
• Weeds are being ferociously pulled up. 

 
• All dead plant material is being removed. 

 
• Shade cloth and vents are being added to increase air circulation. 

 
• Screened critter doors have been added to the 

front and back entrances. 

 
These measures will ensure our crops thrive 

relatively free from bugs, critters and bacteria. 

Everyone is encouraged to use the critter 

screens, pull the weeds, throw decaying leaf 

matter into compost Bin 1, and of  course, 

water thirsty seedlings when you see them. 

 
Thanks to the GH Steward, Nancy Bright. 
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GARDEN STEWARDS 

Are you interested in more than just your designated garden plot? Listed below are opportunities for 

you to support the Community Garden. Let us know where you want to volunteer.  We  need helpers  

and stewards for most of the activities. People named here have volunteered for the 2019 season, but 

would welcome an additional helper. 

 
• Apple Trees (Tom Gonsiewski) 

Take care of the five Apple trees, including pruning, spraying, irrigation and fertilizing. Publicize the 

availability of fruit to all gardeners. 

 
• Asparagus (Mimi Schaefer) 

Take care of the asparagus plot, including planting, fertilizing, irrigation and pruning as needed. 

Publicize the availability to all gardeners of this garden area. 

 
• Back 40 (Lisa Reckling, Ann Nora Kruger) 

Prepare soil and irrigation for the “Back 40” area. Publicize the availability of this area to all gardeners. 

 
• Bees (Jerry Simmons) 

Coordinate the hosting of a bee colony to provide pollination for garden plants. Publicize to 

gardeners information regarding our honey bee guests. 
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Stewards, continued 

• Bird Boxes (Ken Hashagen) 

Maintain the bird boxes on the perimeter fence, including annual cleaning and repair. Publicize to 

gardeners the goings and comings of our fine feathered friends. 

 
• Blueberries (Nancy Bright) 

Take care of the row of blueberries, including pruning, fertilizing and irrigation. Publicize 

availability of fruit to gardeners. 

 
• Community Garden Committee                                                                                                                                          

Become involved in the Garden’s leadership by serving a two-year term as a Director. The Board 

meets about six times a year. 

 
• Composting (Kathleen Cochran) 

Plan, design and coordinate the collection and composting of garden debris to augment the supply of 

soil amendments available to all gardeners. 

 
• Elevated Planter (Penny Elson) 

Take care of the elevated flower planter at the east end of the garden. Prepare the soil, plant and 

cultivate flowers or vegetables of your choosing. Publicize the availability of blooms for harvest by 

gardeners. 

 
• Flower Plot [#45] (Amanda Adams) 

Take care of the communal flower bed (#45), including soil preparation, planting, irrigation and 

removal of dead plants at end of season. Publicize availability of flowers to gardeners. 
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Stewards, continued 

• Food Bank 

Serve as the Garden’s representative with the Kiwanis Food  Bank to make garden produce available  

as needed. Oversee the planning, planting and harvest of vegetables grown in the designated raised 

bed(s). Make arrangements for the harvest and transport of vegetables to the Food Bank. 

 
• Garden Amendments—Compost, Manure, Soil Mix (Garden Manger) 

Be the steward of garden amendments, to ensure a supply of compost, manure and soil mix are 

available for use by gardeners. Ensure storage piles are labeled and maintained in an orderly 

fashion. 

 
• Garden Newsletter (Mimi Schaefer) 

Prepare a two-page newsletter three or four times a year to communicate Garden news and activities. 

The newsletter is distributed by email and posted to the Garden Website. 

 
• Garden Tour Lunch (Lisa Reckling) 

Help plan the annual fund-raising “Lunch in the Garden” event during Quilt Week each year.  In 2019  

the date is Thursday, July 11. 

 
• Gooseberries 

Take care of the raised bed with gooseberry and blueberry plants, including pruning, fertilizing and 

irrigation. Publicize availability of fruit to gardeners. 
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Stewards, continued 

• Greenhouse (Garden Manager) 

Provide leadership for the use of the Greenhouse, including assigning use of space, publicizing rules  

of use, maintenance of irrigation system, roof vents and the structure. 

 
• Greenhouse Winter Gardening (Nancy Bright) 

Provide leadership for use of the greenhouse during the winter months, including assigning use of 

space, publicizing rules of use and maintenance. 

 
• Herb Garden #1 and #2 (Jana Novotny) 

Take care of two Herb Garden beds, including soil preparation, planting, irrigation and cultivation of 

plants. See that plantings are identified by label. Publicize availability of herbs for gardeners’ use. 

 
• Herb Garden #3 and #4 

Take care of two Herb Garden beds, including soil preparation, planting, irrigation and cultivation of 

plants. See that plantings are identified by label. Publicize availability of herbs for gardeners’ use. 

 
• Hops 

Take care of the hops planted on the perimeter fence. Remove dead vines at end of year. Publicize 

availability of fruit to gardeners and local brewers. 

 
• Horse Trough Planter (Darlene Mc Grady) 

Take care of the two “Horse Trough” planters at the front of the Garden Shed. 

 
• Irrigation (Garden Manager) 

Maintain the Garden’s irrigation systems, including timed drip systems and overhead sprinklers on 

the berm. Adjust timer settings. Make periodic checks to ensure systems are working as intended. 

 
• Monarch Butterfly Way Station 

Plan, design and accomplish the creation of a Monarch Butterfly Way Station on the berm outside the 

garden perimeter. Publicize developments to the garden membership. 

 
• Perimeter Fence Flowers 

Take care of the flowers growing along the perimeter fence of the garden, including planting, 

fertilizing, irrigation and removal of dead plants at the end of the season. Publicize availability of 

flowers for use by gardeners. 

 
• Pest Control (Nancy Bright) 

Oversee critter control in the garden. Set traps and use other organic methods to minimize damage  

by above and below ground pests. 
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Stewards, continued 

• Raspberries 

Take care of the row of raspberries.(excluding gardener’s plots), including pruning, fertilizing, 

irrigation and removing any runners which come up outside the planting box.  Publicize availability  

of fruit to gardeners. 

 
• Rhubarb (Ann Nora Kruger) 

Take care of Garden’s Rhubarb Bed, including soil preparation, irrigation and thinning as needed. 

Publicize availability of rhubarb for harvest by gardener 

 
• Rock Garden (Martha Lussenhop, Donna Carter) 

Take care of the flowers and plants growing in the Rock Garden and Covered Wagon area, including 

planting, fertilizing, irrigation, and removal of dead plants at the end of the season. Publicize the 

availability of flowers for use by gardeners 

 
• Special Needs Kids (Darlene McGrady, Mimi Schaefer) 

Coordinate with the Sisters School District to provide special needs kids and opportunity to help at 

the garden, for one hour each Thursday afternoon during April, May and September. 

 
• Storage Shed 

Look after the storage shed, including the white/ 

bulletin boards. 

 
• Tools (Garden Manager) 

Conduct an annual inventory of garden tools and 

obtain replacement tools as needed. Ensure that tools 

are in good condition and safely stored. 

 
• Website Coordinator (Penny Elson) 

Maintain the Garden’s website, 

SistersCommunityGarden.org, by posting information 

and photographs. 

 

 

 
This list will be in the Shed for you to sign-up. You can 

also send an email with your choices to 

sisterscommunitygarden@gmail.com. 

 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME IN THE GARDEN. 

mailto:sisterscommunitygarden@gmail.com

