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The Garden is Ready  
Thanks to all the gardening families who showed up on the 13th.  More than 
fifteen gardeners cleared, planted, weeded, sorted and raked bringing an end 
to the winter debris in the beds and common areas.  Workers strained to see 
signs of strawberry plants rising.  The sound of the wind passing through 

couldn't hide the chuckles and 
conversations that went on all 
morning.  Earnest effort was 
everywhere.  The weather was cool, 
the bees were buzzing and a few 
bluebirds were checking out the 
boxes on the fence line. 

At around 11:30 all gathered for the 
drawing to assign the 19 raised beds 
in the Greenhouse.  As the names 
were drawn sighs and ooohhhs drifted through the group.  Not 
to worry, winners who were not there will be notified of their 
good fortune.  The morning ended with thanks, good will, dirty 
hands and (mostly) happy hearts. 
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COMING UP 

MON, APRIL 22 
GARDEN WATER 

TURNED ON 

WED,  APRIL 24 
ANNUAL 

MEETING AND 
POTLUCK 6-8PM                  
596 W. Jefferson 

(Pine Meadow 
Clubhouse)   

WED, APRIL 24 
2:00PM                   

In the Garden.  
Amy Jo Detweiler, 

MS from OSU 
Extension Dept. 

SAT, MAY 18        
GARDEN WORK 

PARTY                      
9 -noon 
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Ready.  Set. Sow.
Although we are all cleaned up and ready to go in 
the Gardens and the days are getting longer and 
warmer, the soil’s still too cool to start putting 
warm season seeds in the ground.   Generally, 
planting is best done when there is no snow to be 
seen on Black Butte.  The end of May is a great 
time to start planting.    

Be careful with frost-sensitive plants like 
tomatoes, cucumbers, and squash—we can have 
overnight frost anytime until early June.    

You’ll probably want to add nutrients to your soil 
—help yourself to the manure and compost piles 
at the front of the garden.  

The area behind the shed (Back 40) will be 
irrigated and available for use on June 1st.  This is 
a good place for zucchini, pumpkin, or other 
vegetables that might be too large for your raised 

bed.  The Back 40 is available to all gardeners, 
first come, first serve.    

Remember outside plots not in use by June 15 are 
subject to reassignment to another gardener.   

And, please take your debris with you when you 
leave the garden.  The Community Garden does 
not have debris disposal service.  Compostable 
plant material can be added to the Compost bins 
outside the NE corner of the Garden.

The outside water is now on.  Each raised plot 
has a spigot.  The drip system around the inside 
of the perimeter fence and to common planting 
areas will be turned on as soon as the ground 
starts to dry out — likely no later than May 1.  
Sprinklers to the berm will be turned on at about 
the same time.  

If you need help deciding an irrigation approach 
for your plot, give Bob Lawton,  the Garden 
Manager a call.  

Garden veggies are an attractive treat for the 
rabbits, chipmunks, mice, ground squirrels and 
other pests we find in the Garden. To thwart 
burrowing pests, many gardeners install 1/2 “ wire 
cloth at the bottom of their raised beds.  Too, it’s 
a good idea to cover your newly sprouted plants 
with netting, garden cloth or row covers to keep 
the bunnies at bay.  
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Let the Garden Manager know when you find a 
fresh burrow, so we can try to trap the intruder.  
Critters were a problem last season until we 
started an aggressive trapping program.

Annual Garden Meeting and 
Potluck
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, April 24 .  
The Annual meeting will be held at the 
Clubhouse in Pine Meadow Village, 596 W. 
Jefferson.  

Bring a dish to share.  Those who have last names 
beginning with A through P — please bring a 
main dish, salad or side.  If your last name begins 
with  Q through Z—please bring desserts.  
Everyone please bring a beverage.  

The evening will open with dinner, followed by a 
brief business meeting.  You will meet other   
gardeners, hear a report on the winter efforts to 
grow in the Greenhouse, and exchange ideas on 
how to keep the critters out of your beds.  This is 
also a time to address any questions you have 
about the Sisters Community Garden.  

Greenhouse Guidelines
At the Work Party on April 13th, a drawing was 
held to assign the 19 raised beds.  If by May 15th 
an assigned bed is not being used, it will be 
assigned to another gardener.  

The area along the east wall of the GH is for 
potted plants and is open to all gardeners. The 
shelving along the west wall is for starting plants 
and is open to all gardeners.

The GH drip irrigation system is on a timer that 
comes on each morning for 15 minutes beginning 
April 15th.  There is also 1/2 inch tubing on the 
work table for anyone to use.  Gardeners need to 
provide their own fittings (connectors, emitters 
or soaker tubing).  

Remember these rules to keep the greenhouse 
plants healthy and productive:  

No Pepper plants as they attract aphids. 

• Other plants attract aphids.  They are a disaster 
in the GH.  If your bed becomes infested, and 
does not respond to treatment you will be 
asked remove your plants.  You can help reduce 
all infestations by removing decaying plant 
material as it is often a cover for insect pests.    
Clean up.  Compost.    

• Do not choose plants that will spread beyond 
your plot.  Use the Back 40 for sprawlers.  

• Label all pots, containers, starts, and trays with 
the gardener’s name.  Remove all plants, 
containers, and stuff by the end of November.
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May 18th Work Party
The second work party of the season will be held 
Saturday, April 6 from 9 am until noon.  In 
addition to a general clean-up of the Garden 
areas, we hope to accomplish the following:  

• Mow grass around the outside of the Garden.

• Weed -whack the berms.

• Hang shade sails.

• Till the Back 40.

• Plant tree on the berms,

• Prune Raspberries. 

• Have another good time! 

Stewards Needed
While every gardener has an assigned raised bed, 
there are many other ways to enjoy your 
membership in the Sisters Community Garden.  
Gardeners serve on the leadership committee, 
tend communal beds of raspberries, and help 
provide fresh produce to the Sisters Food Bank.  
Everyone helping is one of the ways to keep  
“community” in the Community Garden.  

Stewards are needed to look after the flowers and 
other communal beds in the Garden.  During the 
Annual Meeting we’ll talk a little more about this 
opportunity to volunteer.  

If you want to learn more about raspberries or 
apple trees or even herbs and flowers, sign up to 
be a steward of these plots.  More than one 
person can Steward the same plot. We all benefit 
from the communal plots, and if you can help—
dig in.   
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