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September Clean Up 
Sharing potluck lunch was a terrific end to the last Community Garden 
Clean Up. Gardeners pulled hop vines,packed away shade cloths,  weeded 
walk ways, dead headed the Community beds, spread bark, cleaned up the 

GH areas and buttoned up the Garden in 
fine style. 

The lunch conversation 
ran the gamut from 
critters caught and 
watering strategies to 
suggestions for building 
up the soil and repairing 
the screening in the 
bottom of the beds.  
Gardeners shared home 
made baked beans, 
potato & green salads, 
tea and cakes. Thanks to 
all who came. It was a 
great morning.  
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 Thanks to 
Gardeners 

   
To all those who 
volunteered to 

quilt, cook, serve, 
and write poetry 

for our fundraisers 
this year.

The Lunch in the 
Garden raised 

$1950 serving over 
150 lunches.  

The August Music 
in the Garden with 

The Skillethead, 
raised $930 for 
Habitat and the 

Kiwanis Food bank 
in addition to 

providing 100 lbs 
of canned goods.  
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Did You Know?
The Community Garden hosted the Life 
Skills Students from Sisters High School 
again this spring and fall.  Students came on 
Thursday afternoons.  They worked with Darlene 
McGrady, Mimi Schaefer and Bob Lawton 
planting and harvesting their raised bed.  Carrots, 
lettuce and radishes were crops planted in the 
spring and enjoyed in the fall.  

In addition, students moved bark chips, watered 
seedlings by hand, spread mulch on the berm, 
examined our plots and avoided the bees.  
Working with the High School and the students 
expands the work of the garden to a special 
segment of our Sisters Community.  We thank 
them for this opportunity.  

Our Garden Manager, Bob Lawton was 
busy again this year trapping and disposing 
of our pesky neighbors—ground squirrels, 
rabbits and mice. A good deterrent to these 
invaders is to line your plots with hard netting.  If 
your plot is missing this metal screening, let us 
know.  We will schedule a work party to dig out 
your bed so you will be able to add or repair your 
screen.  Send a note to 
sisterscommunitygarden@gmail.com 

Some of the plots in the garden still need 
individual attention.  The weeds and left over 
crops have already gone to seed throughout the 
garden.  They are a built-in problem for next year. 
We have a few days here before it snows—time 
enough to clean up your bed for next spring.  

This year we have three bins for 
composting.  And we bought a shredder as a 
second step to creating our own compost.  We’ve 
learned a few things.  Wet, soggy branches, corn 
stalks and other woody material does not break 
down easily, nor does it shred.  The Garden 
Manager, Bob, has moved two loads to burn piles 
and is starting over with compostables.  

Shreddable (only) material is to be sorted into the 
bins:  lettuce, soft clippings, weeds, pansies, pea 
vines and the like are to be put in the first bin.  If 
you have woody material:  sunflower stalks, corn 
stalks, heavy hop vines, plant material that will 
not break down in a few months, please put them 
in the burn pile or take them home to your yard 
debris bins.       

Another compost issue is dirt.  Dirt doesn't 
add to our composting efforts.  Dirt needs to stay 
in the plots.  No clumps of dirt in the compost 
bins, please.    

Fall and Winter Reading 

Cover Crops:  https://extension.oregonstate.edu      

New Gardeners:  https:thesagehound.com/
first-year-gardening-central-oregon,   

Monthly calendar for Gardeners:  https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/techniques/
monthly-garden-calendars
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Looking Ahead
The Green house is available to gardeners 
throughout the winter.  The crops growing there 
now are carrots, salads, and a few stray tomatoes. 
If you desire a plot and reliable crop advice 
contact Nancy Bright.  Send her an email 
sisterscommunitygarden@gmail.com

Time to add soil amendments to your plots.  
Before it snows, enrich your soil with layers of 
compost, manure and soil.  They will cook up 
under the snow and be ready for your planting in 
April or May.  Remember that we are an organic 
garden.  Organic soil amendments are a must, 
creating a healthy sustainable environment.  

2/1/20:  Start of the Garden year.  
Registration  materials available 

Remember that your registration is not automatic.  
Completed contact information, signed 
membership agreements, and your annual fee 
sent in as soon as possible will guarantee that 
your garden plot will remain yours.  

2/29/20  2020  Registration Deadline 

Gardeners with complete registrations can be 
sure of their plots on this date.  

3/31/2020  Finalization of outside plot 
assignments.   

4/1/2020  Garden opens for 2020 Season

4/4/20  Pre-season Work Party 

                      Assignment of Greenhouse plots 

                     Water turned on in plots and GH 

Thanks to all who volunteered to be 
Garden Stewards this year.  Tom Gonsiewski, 
Mimi Schaefer, Lisa Reckling, Ann Nora Kruger, 
Jerry Simmons, Ken Hashagen, Nancy Bright, 
Kathleen Cochrane, Penny Elson, Amanda Adams 
Bob Lawton, Jana Novotny, Martha Lussenhop, 
Darlene McGrady Donna Carter, 

happy holidays 
and winter 
gardening  

**** 
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