
Summer 2020 
As all communal events in the garden have been canceled, our chance 
meetings with each other have become a welcome reminder of life 
before Covid.  Chatting and trimming tomatoes in the Greenhouse 
doesn't replace Music in the Garden but it has been good  to visit and 
share critter stories and solutions while we weed and plant.  Remember 
that tools in the shed, buckets, watering cans, wheelbarrows are shared 
and used by all.  Wear your gloves to protect yourselves and others.   

Time to shine.  Sometime in July we will have another work week in the 
Garden.  During the May work week we gardeners  signed up for specific 
jobs and Bob came in the afternoon to answer questions and give 
direction. We will most likely follow the same procedure in July.  
Gardeners will be contacted by email and asked to choose a task.   

There is a rumor that pizza and snacks will be provided one afternoon.  
Check your emails in July.   
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SAGE ADVICE 

See a weed.  Pull a 
weed.  

Water with discretion. 

Compost bins are for 
all. 

Covid Note: Wear 
your gloves in the 

Garden. 

Watch for critter 
holes—leave a note 
on the white board.  

Thin your carrots. 

Join the Garden 
Board. 

 Feel free to cut 
flowers from the 

hanging bed by the 
front gate.   

Keep planting! 
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Sky High 
Oh it’s great to see the Tomatoes in the GH.  
They are thriving.  So far, we have avoided 
the powdery mildew and the aphids that have 
shown up in the past.  Thanks to all gardeners 
who trimmed their plants to a manageable 
size.  The instructions for trimming are still in 
the GH on the shelf to the left of the front 
door.   

Tomatoes in the Greenhouse must be kept to 
about five feet tall and may not grow into the 
neighbors bed and not into the walkways—
much.  If the plants are out of bounds, 
gardeners will be asked to trim them.  

If you'd like to learn how to make your tomatoes taste sweet or savory, or how to think about 
pruning, wilt, and watering, take a look at the Youtube videos from Roots and Refuge Farm.   

Pruning Tomatoes — Another Way to Look at It 
Sometimes it takes more than one explanation to make sense of a new concept.  This note sent in by 
Tom Gonsiewski helped me to prune my own plants.  

1. You want to start pruning tomato plants when they get to be about 1 – 2 feet tall. If they are 
smaller than this the plant may not recover from the shock of being pruned.  

2. By the time your tomato plant gets to be this size, the plant will have branches coming off the 
main stem. Where these branches meet, you will often see a smaller sprout growing. This is 
called a tomato sucker.  

3. Using a sharp, clean pair of pruning shears, snip off these small sucker sprouts.  

4.   The best time to prune tomato plants is in the early morning on a dry day. This will allow for 
the wounds from the pruning to heal cleanly and will reduce the chances of the plant being 
infected by disease.  
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Compost Update  
Our compost is coming along—turning into the highly nutritive soil we need in our garden plots.  Bin 
1 is to be used for material that will break down quickly.  Think grass clippings, kitchen scraps, coffee 
grounds, chicken manure and leafy greens.  No woody items please.  Leave the dirt in your garden 
plots.  Woody debris, sticks and thick roots belong in the burn pile located near the bins.   

Thank you Kathleen Cochran, Garden Steward.  

Critter Season News    
Gardeners have had their vegetables nibbled and nibbled this spring.   Coupled with the cold weather 
this spring, the critters have made gardening more than discouraging.  The Garden Manager has 
been trapping mice and ground squirrels, gardeners have replaced screening and added fences and 
edging to the raised beds.   

Our GM recommends that you  

• use screening or wire that is no bigger than 1” square for your plot 
edges 

• consider putting a mouse trap IN your garden bed 

Planting in June here in Sisters is just fine.  The soil has warmed up 
and there might be 80 days of growing season left before the next 
frost (keep your fingers crossed.)   

Thank you Bob Lawton, Garden Manager. 
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Monarch Butterfly                     
Last week we had a visit from Amanda Edgertson, 
stewardship director for the Deschutes Land Trust.  
Amanda, a plant expert who has been involved with 
Sisters-related Monarch projects, walked through the 
gardens and along the berm looking at proposed sites 
for our Monarch Butterfly Garden.  

She noted that Monarchs look for any species of milkweed plant on which to lay eggs.  They do not 
differentiate between types.  Narrow Leaf and Showy Milkweed are the native Oregon species we 
need to plant to attract the Monarchs at they search for healthy plants on which to lay eggs.   

At the present time, we do have some milkweed plants growing in one of our beds.  Unfortunately 
the type of milkweed that are currently growing,  release spores harmful to successful Monarch 
reproduction.  The spores travel on the adult monarch as they lay eggs.   After the caterpillars hatch 
and ingest leaves with spores, many of them have deformities as they emerge from the chrysalis.   

All young milkweed plants need a weed-free environment to root.  In addition,  they need to be 
protected from browsing deer and nibbling critters.  Monarchs will search out plants  for laying  eggs 
wherever they find them…and there doesn’t have to be many plants in one place.  Gardeners can 
plant milkweed in patio pots and Monarchs will find them.   

After a search of the gardens and the berms, Amanda thought the easiest place to begin a Monarch 
Garden would be inside the garden fence where the plants could be better protected and maintained.  
In addition the plants will benefit from our bees and the Monarchs from the nectar in neighboring 
beds.     

Jeff Tryens has begun planting Narrow Leaf and Showy Milkweed starts.  On Thursday he removed 
the harmful milkweed from the designated garden plot.  The Monarchs are moving into Oregon this 
month.  We learned that the Monarchs will lay eggs on the smallest of plants.  Let’s hope they find 
our starts. 

Thanks to Jeff Tryens, Butterfly Garden Steward.
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